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The Caregiverõs Soapbox 

Other Articles in  

this Issue A Day At the Office 
(Sent anonymously by a reader)  

 A few days ago, following an autopsy, I picked up and did the prepa-

ration on a beautiful one-year-old little girl.  Not liking 

this type of situation in the first place, I  tried desperately 

to occupy my mind with other thoughts on the way back 

to the mortuary from the hospital.   

 The first thing that I did after returning to the mortuary was to call the 

family, as I always do.  I received the vital information that I needed 

and then came the hard part, permission to embalm.  I thought that it 

went quite well until the mother gave me the crushing blow of  ñDonôt 

hurt her.ò  I was already on the brink of tears and that hit me like a tidal 

wave.  Now, I know I canôt ñhurt her,ò but this was her motherôs way of 

saying be careful with my little girl. 

 The preparation went well considering I was wiping tears out of my 

eyes the whole time.  The dressing, cosmetics and 

casketing were easy, the little girl looked like a doll.  

Her hair was coal black and her dress was white lace.  

Still an emotional wreck, I called the family to let 

them know that the little girl was ready and that they 

were welcome to come see her. 

 As time went by, I composed myself in preparation to greet the family 

that I had yet to meet face-to-face.   Finally they arrived and things 

went well for a little while.  The family was very pleased with the out-

come of how the little girl looked.  I felt that the family, or at least the 

mother, had obviously heard that an autopsy usually leads to a closed 

casket or some other horror tale.  Knowing the family was pleased, I 

was pleased, and feeling much better about this situation.   

 While the family stood at the casket admiring the little 

girl, in walks her five-year-old big sister.  She walks up to 

the casket, looks over in the casket and says, ñWhen you get 

better, weôll go out and play, and you can play with the new 

doll since youôve been sick.ò  I was devastated at the girlôs 

sincerity and willingness to share, as was half the family.  It 

hit my heart like a hammer.   

 Go home and hug your kids, regardless of their age.  The innocence 

and sincerity they possess is priceless.  Our children are priceless no 

matter how old they are. 

www.thedead-beat.com 

 

Editorôs note:  Thank you to our anonymous writer, you will touch many hearts.   

If you would like to share any relevant experiences with our readers, please feel free to 

send them to the editor. 

Harold Pugh, 

Lowell Pugh 

& friends  

 

Pg. 16 

Molly & 

Thomas 

 

Pg. 23 

Calvin W. & 

Christina 

(Gwaltney) 

Whitaker  

 

Pg. 6 

Muehlebach 

Funeral 

Home 

Kansas City, 

MO 

Pg. 8 

Community Funeral Home 

     Vernon, TX 

Pg. 19 



Page  2              Late Spring, 2008 

The Dead Beat 

Native Grasses and Flowers 

Reaching to the Sky 
For those with a love for the natural landscape, 

arrangements have been made with the private owners 

of  Golden Prairie, a registered natural landmark, to 

scatter cremains on their property. In addition to the 

arrangements, a picture and GPS location of the actual 

site is included. 
Memorialization for cremains scattered at any location is 

available in our   Garden of  Remembrance, a cremains 

burial and  scattering garden with a memorial cenotaph. 

For information contact:   
Pugh Funeral Home 

400 Chestnut-   Golden City, MO  64748-0145  

 1-417-537-4412   1-800-575-2611 

Scattering Cremains in a Natural Area 

Amy Howard Art Gallery  

  Amy Howard 

The editorôs daughter Amy, who was mentioned in 

our previous issues, was quite the artist and weôve 

decided to display some of her artwork every issue in 

her memory. 

By Amy Howard 

Wildflowers in Golden Prairie & 
Dogwood  Tree at Pugh Funeral Home 
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 Mortuary Muse*            
 *to think or consider deeply; meditate 

  By Lowell 

 
Since 1961 

Brian Simmons  

Springfield Mortuary Service, Inc  
              

  FIRST CALLS 

 

   PREPARATION 

 

   TRANSPORTATION 

 

     SHIPPING SERVICE 

 

  CREMATORY 
            

                  520 S. Patterson  
            Springfield, Missouri  65802       

         1-800 -259 -6207  

  (417) 869 -2826  FAX - 417 -869 -9242  

Brian and Sue Simmons and 

 Jennifer Bodenhamer 

 Is the phrase, ñHow Do I Love 

Thee...Let Me Count The Ways,ò about 

to be replaced with, ñHow Can I Dis-

pose of Your Body...Let Me Count The 

Waysò?  Recently two civilian-type 

Dead Beat readers, from Oklahoma, 

sent me an AP article about alkaline 

hydrolysis, a method of safely dissolv-

ing animal tissue and medical waste.  

Mayo Clinic in Minnesota and Univer-

sity of Florida, Gainesville use this 

process to dispose of research cadavers. 

 Chad Corbin, a funeral director in 

Manchester, New Hampshire was re-

ported to be considering installing the 

equipment as a cremation replacement.  

New Hampshire and Minnesota were 

said to be the only states that permit it 

at this time.  He has not completed the 

permitting process and indicated he 

would charge about the same as crema-

tion even though it would cost more 

(about $300,000) to install the equip-

ment. 

 BioSafe Engineering of Brownsburg, 

Indiana makes the equipment, ñTissue 

Digester Êò which will reduce animal, 

medical tissue waste or cadavers to 

coffee colored liquid the consistency 

of motor oil and dry bone material 

about like cremains.  The brown liquid 

may be safely released down the drain 

and bone material handled as normal 

cremains.  The process involves load-

ing the material to be reduced and ster-

ilized into a horizontal cylinder which 

then uses water, chemicals, steam heat 

and pressure.  According to BioSafeôs 

website a fully loaded cylinder takes 

about three hours to complete the alka-

line hydrolysis of the pathological ma-

terial.  The entire process including 

loading and cooling might be five to 

eight hours depending on the quality of 

the steam. 

 BioSafe Engineeringôs WR (2) Tis-

sue Digester Ê  System technology is 

written into EU law as the method of 

disposing of Mad Cow Disease infec-

tious animal waste.  The process also 

inactivates the prions.  Brad Crain com-

pany president said 40 to 50 of their 

cylinders are in use by veterinary 

schools, universities, pharmaceutical 

companies and the U.S. Government. 

 A link at BioSafe Engineeringôs web-

site takes you to Resomation.com, 

which is the website for Resomation, 

Ltd. of Glasgow, Scotland, e-mail: 

info@resomation.com.  Resomation 

Ltd. features their version of  ñBio Cre-

mation...creating ash without flames.ò  

They explain the process of Alkaline 

Hydrolysis using their equipment which 

is called the Resomator.  For an average 

body they use about 15 liters of chemi-

cal, potassium hydroxide in liquid form, 

and 350 liters of water.  Steam heats the 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Have you had an OPEN 

HOUSE, built a NEW 

ADDITION to your funeral 

home, developed a new 

P R O G R A M  F O R 

GRIEVING CLIENTS, 

RECEIVED AN HONOR 

from your community, have 

an interesting HOBBY or 

DONE SOMETHING 

THAT WAS JUST PLAIN 

FUN?  If so, tell us about it.  

We want to tell your story 

(WE LOVE PICTURES, 

TOO) call us 800-575-2611, 

fax us 417-537-4797 or  e-

mail us: editor@thedead-

beat.com. 

Colleagues  

Lost or Found 

 (If you would like 
to find someone 

in the funeral 
industry, let us 

know- 
editor@the 

dead-beat. com 

Adair Funeral Homes, Inc. -Tucson, AZ 

Receive Pinnacle Award for Small Business of Year 

Adair Funeral Homes, Inc. in 

Tucson Arizona is the recipi-

ent of the 2008 Pinnacle 

Award for Small Business of 

the Year given by the North-

ern Pima County Chamber 

of Commerce.  This award is 

given to celebrate and recog-

nize the success and contri-

butions of local businesses to 

the community.  Adair Fu-

neral Homes, Inc. has had 

the honor and privilege of 

providing compassionate 

care to families in southern 

Arizona for over 50 years. 

Daniel Funeral Home, Lamar, MO 

Sponsors Support Meeting , Remembrance Service and  
Nancy Hughes, author of ñHealing for the Heartò 

 The Friendship Support Group from Lamar, Missouri re-

cently held a Remembrance Ceremony for loved ones who 

had died.  The group meets the first Thursday of each month 

and shares stories and problems in addition to giving each 

other encouragement in their walk of grief. 

 The program consisted of a guest speaker, Nancy Hughes, 

a candle-lighting for attendeesô loved ones preceded by an 

Nancy Hughes 

Author of  

ñHealing for the 

Heartò 

inspiring song.  The guest speaker was 

the author of ñHealing for the 

Heart.ò  Her book contains personal 

stories from seven widows including 

herself.  Her presentation included 

references to her book, but also her 

personal revelations about widow-

hood.  By sharing these experiences 

Nancy believes there is help, hope and 

healing for others.  For women who 

are widows the book is a guide to sur-

vival in the world of widowhood.  It is 

an enlightenment for those of us who 

wonder what to say (or not say) to 

someone who has become a widow.  

Refreshments and visiting followed 

the program. 

 Nancy is available for speaking en-

gagements and you can purchase her 

book.  She has a website at 

www.nancyehughes.com  You may 

call her at home 417-682-5014 or her 

cell 417-262-0080.  Her book is also 

available at amazon.com, Books-a-

Million and Target. 
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 Behind the Back 
Fence  

     By Lowell 

The Dead Beat 

 

Mortuary Muse  (Cont.) 

water to 350 degrees with pressure in the cylinder to 

speed up the process. 

 BioSafe Engineering says their equipment ranges in 

size from 11 pound capacity up to and beyond 10,000 

pounds.  Proponents claim that Alkaline Hydrolysis is 

environmentally superior to cremation because of lack of 

emissions and less fuel needed for the small amount of 

steam heat.  The resulting brownish liquid is sterile with 

a mild ammonia odor and could be safely poured on the 

ground.  The shadow dry bone that is left easily crushes 

to small fragments or powder.  Embalming chemical 

residue is also broken down to harmless components 

within the water. (I wonder if the logistics of disposing 

or moving 350 liters of liquid might offset some of the 

green benefits. Most sewer systems use electric motors 

on pumps throughout  their operating systems.) The de-

struction of pathological tissue from Mad Cow Disease 

and the inactivation of the deadly prions by Alkaline 

Hydrolysis is certainly something to consider. 

 Many people think that medical donation is the ulti-

mate end disposition.  Few realize that at least some of 

the parts are going to be cremated or maybe dissolved 

and flushed down the drain. 

About the Author: 
Lowell Pugh has funeral director and em-

balmer licenses in Missouri and Texas and 

continues the operation of the 104-year-old 
family funeral  home.  He is publisher of The 

Dead Beat which began in 1999.  He can be 

contacted at The Dead Beat address.   

About the Author: 
Lowell Pugh has funeral director and embalmer licenses in Missouri and 

Texas and continues the operation of the 104-year-old family funeral  

home.  He is publisher of The Dead Beat which began in 1999.  He can be 
contacted at The Dead Beat address.   

 

 BAXTER VAULT COMPANY  
           Baxter Springs, Kansas/Independence, Kansas 

Phone 800-346 -0547  

òServing The 4-State Areaó 

          *Doric Burial Vaults 

           *Clark Steel Vaults 

            *Concrete Boxes 

             *Mausoleums 

              *Monuments/Markers 

       The finest tributeé the most trusted protection  

Allen  
Monuments  

 The past few weeks the e-mail and fax machine 

have spit out a half of ream of paper informing, 

speculating or just blathering about National Pre-

arranged Services, Lincoln Memorial Life, their 

trusts, life insurance transactions, investigations 

and actions by various state regulatory agencies.  

Comments also come from funeral directors 

whose preneed contracts may be affected, other 

trust and insurance providers, associations and 

elected state representatives and senators consider-

ing various preneed law revisions.  In Missouri, 

the amount to be trusted is likely to be challenged, 

but the folks that still want an 80/20 percent split 

may have the edge.  As this is written it appears 

that the legislative session is too near the end to 

come up with a major revision before adjourning.  

Study by legislative committees in the interim is 

likely.  It may be a long, hot summer. 

 From STLTODAY.COM, an article by Todd C. 

Frankel, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Sunday, May 11, 

had a comprehensive account of the history of the 

Cassity family with itôs adventures in funeral ser-

vice Hollywood-style.  It also spoke of National 

Prearranged Servicesô (NPS)  birth and growth 

and their various Clayton, Missouri-based, For-

ever Enterprises.  Frankel pointed out that Ohio 

was the first state to start investigating NPS, but 

Texas was the first state to go public and regula-

tors now control three of the Cassity companies. 

 Hopefully NPS can still make the necessary 

changes in their insurance/trust operations to keep 

everyone happy.  There will surely be new devel-

opments faster than we get The Dead Beat out. 

 Two noble occupations: Insurance-which pro-

vides fiscal protection and security and Compas-

sionate Funeral Service-which takes care of 

families during tragic times, should be a perfect 

match.  Judging from the activities of some of 

their offspring (third-party preneed sellers) they 

should not be allowed to breed.   

 Contrary opinions will be granted equal time, 48 

words, send opinions to The Dead Beat. 


